
Induction Ceremony
& Dinner

Monday, September 22, 2008
Hoffman House at Holiday Inn



Welcome to the fourth annual Rockford Area Golf Hall of 
Fame induction ceremony.  The Rockford Area Golf Hall 

of Fame is organized as a means of recognizing, preserving, and 
promoting the heritage of golf in the Rockford area. Many individuals 
have made extraordinary contributions and have had incredible 
accomplishments in the lifetime sport of golf. The Hall of Fame 
honors contributions and accomplishments of these individuals and 
organizations that are worthy of recognition as examples for others 
to emulate.
	 We are honored that you are here with us today to help recognize 
those selected who have exemplified excellence in the sport of golf 
in our community.



2008 Sponsors



Induction 
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Welcome
Mike Robinson, Master of Ceremonies

2008 Rockford Area  
Golf Hall of Fame Overview

Dinner Served
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Rick Rhoden,  

former Major League Baseball pitcher and  
current Celebrity and PGA Champions Tour golfer
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Shirley M. Dommers
A five-time Illinois State Champion and “classy lady,” Shirley has been 
successful in all levels of golf, from junior to senior and from local to 
international.  Shirley began her state championships beginning in 
1946, where she won the Iowa State Championship, then continued 
winning the Illinois State Championships in 1957, 1961, 1968, 1969, 
and 1974.  She won the Illinois State Senior Championships in 
1976, 1981, 1982 and 1983.  Shirley also competed internationally, 
winning the Women’s International Championship in both Italy and 
Switzerland in 1954. She has been Club Champion at both Bel-Mar 
Country Club and Rockford Country Club, and was the runner up of 
the WWGA Championship in 1969.  Actively serving for 24 years on 
the Illinois Women’s Golf Association including as Vice President and 
President, she is now Director Emeritus.  She also served for six years 
on the Women’s Western Golf Association.  She volunteers with the 
youth “First Swing” program and is always ready to help.  She even 
chaperoned for the Park District when asked to accompany some 
young girls into Chicago for a professional tournament.  

Robert “Butch” Pegoraro  
In pursuing a degree in education at the University of Illinois, Butch 
discovered he could best use his skills and interest in both golf 
and teaching as a golf teaching professional.  From junior golfer to 
state high school champion, University of Illinois college player to 
Rockford City Champion, this assistant pro eventually became a 
head professional, a path that combines his passion for the game of 
golf and his gift for teaching.  Butch truly sees juniors are the future 
of golf, and his lesson programs attract 70-100 juniors a year, but 
he also enhances the enjoyment and overall experience for all ages 
of golfers.  His personality, appearance, knowledge of the game, 
teaching skills, and overall demeanor are reasons for his longevity 
as the Head Professional at Forest Hills Country Club for 26 years.  He 
mentors PGA apprentices, 11 of which have gone on to become PGA 
Head Professionals.  His interest in giving back to the game of golf is 
apparent with his qualifying as a rules official at PGA run tournaments 
and locally during the past Rockford Traditions Tournament.  Some of 
the success of Pro/Am is attributed to Butch’s expertise and knowledge 
of the demands of professional players and amateurs, as well as 
tournament organization.

2008 Inductees



Robert A. “Bob” Reitsch
Bob’s commitment and dedication to the Pro/Am has benefitted the 
community for 32 years.  Prior to the first Pro/Am (July 4, 1977), Bob 
and others had discussions on how to bring a quality, one day Pro/Am 
event to Rockford that would show off community pride and benefit 
local charities.  With Bob’s background in golf (on golf teams for West 
High School and at the University of Illinois), he was chosen to be in 
charge of gathering the Professional golfers.  Personal contact was 
the way to introduce the Pro’s to Rockford, so the early years involved 
a lot of traveling to different tournaments to recruit professionals.  
Bob was the perfect ‘salesman’ to get the Pro’s interested, and he 
developed trust, paid great attention to detail, and made sure the 
Pro’s had a great, fun, and worry free time while in Rockford.  Bob is, 
and always has been, an ardent supporter and fan of golf as well as 
an accomplished golfer.  But it is the special role he has played in the 
creation and ongoing success of the Rockford Pro/Am Tournament 
that has contributed well over two million dollars to more than 30 area 
charities, and the opportunity for Rockford golf fans to see ‘real’ golf 
Pro’s up close.  Bob Reitsch is the primary reason for the longevity of 
the Pro/Am.  He has developed strong relationships with professional 
golfers and the PGA hierarchy.  He has a highly respected reputation 
with golf professionals that translates into respect for the Pro/Am, and 
good players look forward to playing in Rockford.

Rockford Pro/Am
The Rockford Pro Am celebrated its 32nd annual event this year, and is 
the longest-running, independent professional/amateur one day golf 
tournament in the United States.  Few activities in this area capture the 
excitement and bring together the professional golfer, the amateur, 
scores of volunteers and several thousand fans, all for the purpose of 
honoring the excellence of golf and executing a first class event.  The 
Rockford Pro/Am was an active partner in the development of junior 
golf programs and activities in the area.  It was instrumental in helping 
attract Tiger Woods and his foundation to Rockford which was the 
springboard that helped launch what is now known as The Junior Golf 
Association of Greater Rockford, creating two golf learning centers in 
Rockford.  Thousands of young boys and girls have been introduced to 
the game of golf and in the process learned valuable life lessons about 
honesty, integrity, sportsmanship, and fair play.  The Rockford Pro/Am 
has become a ‘community thing’ and along the way raised more than 
$2 million for more than 20 area charities.



Class of 2007 
David J. Claeyssens 

Brad Fowler   •   Mike Johnson

JunIOR GOLF association of greater Rockford 
Jim Keeling

Class of 2006 
Steven Hare 

The Hogan Family   •   Dean Lind

Rockford Women’s Golf Association

Mary Wilder Welsh   •   Salley Wessels

Class of 2005 
Margaret and norris aldeen

Georgalee George   •   John holmstrom jr.

Nancy joan kauzlarich   •   roger lindeman

lloyd mcwilliams   •   kay rossmiller

ken scott   •   mary lib skerkoske

don terasAki   •   tom warren

alex wElsh



AN OLD CADDIE LOOKS BACK
Reflections From a Town That Loves Golf... and Tiger
by Tom Warren

Exclusive, limited edition $49.95
Includes a certificate redeemable for a complimentary round of golf 
with the purchase of one paid round of golf.

Available for purchase online at 
www.rockfordparkdistrict.org/warrenbook

2008 Selection 
Committee

Marge anders   •   nate dAugherty

brad fowler   •   Georgalee George   •   Pat gostele

Steve Hare   •   Steve Hogan   •    Mike F. Johnson

jim keeling   •    jack kieckhefer   •   don kohlbacher

scott leber   •   roger lindeman

lloyd mcwilliams   •   mike robinson

kay rossmiller   •   Ken scott   •   mary Lib Skerkoske

don terasaki   •   gary tiffany   •   matt trowbridge

mike tulley   •   tom warren   •   salley wessels



2008 Silent  
Auction Donors

C & E Specialties   •   David J. Claeyssens

CLEVELAND GOLF   •   CULVERS

JOHN DALY’S MURDER ROCK GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

forefront golf   •   geneva national

GIOVANNI’S  •   Golf Shack   •   Butch Harmon

happy joe’s   •   hinckley springs    •   holiday inn

holiday inn express   •   hoffmaN HOUSE

Nancy Joan kauzlarich   •   lawsonia golf course

lloyd mcwilliams   •   magic waters waterpark

maria’s restaurant   •   ruth miller

steve D. moore   •   REA CREATIONS   •   Rick Rhoden

rockford ice hogs   •   rockford park district

Tanhiti Sun Spa   •   taylormade   •   tour edge

U.S. Cellular   •   WILSON GOLF

winnebago county forest preserve   •   WNTA



How to purchase tickets
1)	 Five Culver’s Roscoe/Rockford locations
2)	 All five Rockford Park District golf courses
3)	 Webbs Norman Center (401 S. Main St.)
4)	 Carlson Ice Arena (Perryville and Riverside)
5)	 Call 815-987-1630 (TTY, 888-871-6171)
6)	� Mail form below to: 

Rockford Park District Foundation 
401 S. Main St. STE 112  • Rockford, IL 61101

Win $2,500
One-year supply of Culver’s frozen custard 
• 2008 Rockford Park District four-course 
season golf permit • 2008 Magic Waters 
season pass • diamond pendant • $100 
CherryVale Mall gift certificate • U.S. 
Cellular® 2008 Chicago White Sox tickets 
• GQ Sports Chicago Cubs gift basket • 
Chicago Bears golf bag
Benefiting the Rockford Park District Foundation  
and RPD youth golf programs

The Great Golf Ball Drop	 Deadline to enter: 10/1/08
Name		  Phone (          )

Address

City	 State	 Zip

✔ I am buying  ____  golf balls ($5 each, or $20 for five)

Enclosed is a check (payable to Rockford Park District Foundation) for $ _______

Credit Card #	 Exp. Date

Signature	 Date

Co-Sponsors
Riverside Community Bank

Rockford Health System
13 WREX

11th Street Express Printing
Rockford Register Star

Rock River Water  
Reclamation District

Oct 8, 2008 • 6:13 pm • Learning Links at Ingersoll Golf Course

A group of numbered golf balls will be dropped from a lift hovering over a 
pre-selected hole on the Learning Links.  The first golf ball in the hole, or the one 
closest to the hole wins the grand prize of $2,500.  There will be closest-to-the-
pin prizes, as well as a prize for the ball furthest from the pin. For a complete list 
of rules, go to www.rockfordparkdistrict.org.




